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A View From The Footplate

The dog days of summer did not detract
from a gathering at John Struthers home on
July1d". Those in attendance were treated
to a multimedia presentation by John on that
famous day in 1938 when a world speed
record for steam locomotion was established
by Mallard, the streamlined class A4 engine
of the LNER. An oral presentation,
prototypical model depiction of the whole
train and sound recordings of LNER locos
including an A4, made for a very interesting
review of a special time in railway history.
While the event in retrospect was mainly a
publicity stunt the background leading up to
it and the work of Nigel Gresley, the
locomotive designer, provide a wonderful
opportunity to revisit the golden age of
steam in Britain. Thank you John for a great
presentation and as usual it was great to see
the quality of your workmanship as depicted
in your model of the train.

The meeting gave us a good opportunity to
plan for some future events. We will be
participating in the Southland Model
Railroad show in late October and it was
decided to expand our display from two
modules to three (the Viaduct, the Mill, and
Rossthorn). Of the two tracks one is to be
equipped with a reversing circuit. Besides
the models we will also have a table for our
pamphlets, static displays and video. Harry
will be coordinating the event and these
decisions will permit him to go ahead in
making arrangements with the show
organizers.

There was a discussion on club shirts and
the need to pick a logo for the shirts. Several
logo designs were prepared and submitted
for consideration but in the final analysis it
was decided to go with the “British Train
Society” as it appears on our show banner.
Thanks everyone for your input and soon

Harry will be contacting the membership for
shirt sizes so the order can be processed.
There was some review and discussion of
planning for revisions to the display
modules to correct the running problems of
the past. Firstly it was agreed that we need a
revised and consistent set of specifications
for the module design. To this end, Ralph
Transue and John  Struthers have
volunteered to prepare a document ahead of
next years show. Everyone’s input into this
process will be appreciated.
Finally on a sobering note it was necessary
to raise the issue of what the clubs response
should be to the loss of family member’s
relatives. Unfortunately, in the last two
months four such events have occurred and
in the interest of treating such sad occasions
with the proper respect and also to maintain
a consistent approach to all members it was
agreed that floral tributes will be limited to
members or their immediate family
(husband; wife; child). This is consistent
with our past practice in the four such
incidents in the clubs experience since its
foundation. Also as Chairman | will take on
the responsibility in the future, of issuing a
card or note of condolence for other club
members that suffer a loss of other family
members. Of course our policy will not
restrict members from making any personal
gift or donation in any circumstance. Sorry
to have to raise this topic but it is one of the
realities of our organization.
Well it looks like we will have a pretty
active program going into the fall so | hope
you can make our meetings.
Happy Modelling

Don Buchanan



Calendar of Coming Events

August &', 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Fun and Run Session
Naperville(Harry Raynis, 1537 Warbler Dr.)

August 18", 9:30 am-3:00 pm
Great Midwest Train Show
Wheaton(DuPage County Fairgrounds)

August 16th, 1:30 pm
BTS Regular Meeting
Chicago(John Derler, 5516 N. Lotus Ave.)

August 299 6:30 - 9:30 pm
Fun and Run Session
Naperville(Harry Raynis, 1537 Warbler Dr.)

September 13th, 1:30 pm
BTS Regular Meeting
Clarendon HillgDon Buchanan, 17 Golf Ave.)

September 1% 9:30 am-3:00 pm
Great Midwest Train Show
Wheaton(DuPage County Fairgrounds)

October 18th, 1:30 pm
BTS Regular Meeting
Clarendon HillgDon Buchanan, 17 Golf Ave.)

October 28 - 26",
Southland Model Train Show
Oak Lawn(Richards High School)

Club Shirts

Adult shirts with logo will be $20.00 each.

Children’s shirts with logo are $17.50 each.
No minimum order, so make your wants
(color and size) known and we can get on
with it.

Harry Raynis

The Next Meeting

The next regular meeting of the British
Train Society will be at John Derler's home
in Chicago on August 16 The program
will be presentation by Martin Venn on
trainspotting. Don’t miss it!

August Fun and Run Sessions

Friday August 8 and Friday August 29
are the dates for this month’s operating
sessions at Harry Raynis’ in Naperville.
Bring trains to run, kits to build, or just
come and hang out. The Raynis Railway is
open from 6:30 to 9:30 pm.




